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(e) The Individual Will and the Social Will in the Light
of the Theory of Actuality.

The truth at which the doctrine of monads and other
similar theories of substance can arrive only by contradicting
their own presuppositions, is a direct ethical inference from
the theory that makes the reality of the soul consist in its
actual psychical life.1 As the various psychical activities of
thought, feeling and will are distinguishable only by a pro-
cess of abstraction, and are themselves inseparable elements
of conscious life, so the idea of a soul distinct from the
content of consciousness is nothing but the empty concept
of the unity and constant coherence of psychical activities,
hypostasised into a real substance. As a matter of fact,
it is no more an Independent thing given or postulated in
any experience, than an idea, a volition, or a feeling is an
independent thing. We might have pardoned philosophy
at the Platonic stage of the development of abstract thought
for substantialising these concepts, as it did those of man,
animal and the like. But nowadays, when we can explain
the origin of such ideas without the assumption of con-
ceptual prototypes, we ought to give up tfie process of
transforming our own thought-products into things. In
Plato's time, making spiritual processes into a kind of
material substances may have been a good way of insuring
their independent reality; in our time, it is the best way
of destroying their independence.

If  the  actual  soul  consists  in  nothing  but  conscious

'activity, it follows at once that while this actual essence

may  have its individual  peculiarities, its most important

determining influences transcend the limits of the individual

consciousness.   Our ideas, with their accompanying feelings;

1 On the relation between the theories of substantiality and actuality cf* my
ii., pp. 502 ft, and System der PhilosofMe^ 2nd ed., pp. 301 ff.